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preparations, its excellent arms and shields, in many
cases was superior to the light Muslim chivalry which
was not so well prepared and armed.

In short Christian chivalry was, from the moral
point of view, a conflicting mixture of good and bad
qualities.   Saint Palaye, historian of chivalry, says that
if the laws and conventions of chivalry were strongly
bound to religion, virtue, honour and humanity, the
ages in which it most flourished were ages of pro-
fligacy, violence and   barbarism,  and  that these bad
qualities were particularly   attached   to   those who
joined chivalry.    But nevertheless the principles of
chivalry were meant to encourage order and virtue.
From its early days chivalry carried the elements of
decay ; in fact, not more than a century after,  its rise
and the ardour of the knights abated and objects of
ornament and luxury were seen on the horses in place
of arms, and chivalry was reduced to military anarchy
with all its passions and evils.3   Then came the inven-
tion of guns in the fourteenth century which was a
fatal stroke to chivalry and its heavy armament; thus
chivalry  lost, 'from  that  time,  its  importance  and
impregnability, and soon after it became a memory and
a tradition.

Now a few words about chivalry in Islam. Chival-
ry is latent in Arab character. It had a great import-
ance in pre-Islamic era as it was a prominent element
in many Arabian combats and *' famous days," and
was one of the greatest sources of inspiration and
revelation to pre-Islamic poets. It had, in the early days
of Islam, much importance and consideration. But it
was not an established political and social system with
peculiar laws and conventions as was the case in
Europe. It was at the beginning nothing but quality
and military ability looked upon with honour and